						   						          1
				      								          2










Discussion Questions
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation
Date









Discussion Questions
There are differences and similarities that can be associated with segregationist ideas and assimilationist ideas as presented in the video “How to be an Antiracist” by The Aspen Institute, (2019). Based on my personal opinion, the difference between assimilation and segregation is that assimilation happens when minorities presuppose the norms and values of the majority culture and restrain their own. On the other hand, segregation happens when minorities uphold and reinforce their cultural customs exclusive of significant interaction with members of the majority culture. For instance, assimilation can be considered as assuming American culture is white and monolithic and requiring that other people fit into that culture, whereas, segregation involves keeping the races separate. Segregation is implemented to remove immigrant households together with their members from broad society, by preventing them from moving into ex-urban communities. Assimilation is often implemented as an excuse towards nationalism, utilizing the impacts of nationalism that weaken the value of immigrants and their families. 
The similarity between segregation and assimilation is that both are the tools of racists who intend to divide immigrant families. For example, through assimilation, people of minority groups who refuse to become part of a majority culture are often discriminated against. Similarly, segregation has often been used to discriminate or separate minority groups from the general society. Both can also occur based on the same aspects such as race. For example, segregation was witnessed in the past when African American and Caucasian children were made to go to different schools. Similarly, through assimilation, it becomes difficult for different races to assimilate into American culture since American culture is not somewhat uniform and most people do not want it to be. Therefore both are tools used by racist individuals to discriminate against others who they believe do not match or qualify to be part of their communities.
Assimilation and segregation push back against anti-racist ideas because they tend to promote prejudice, discrimination, and stereotyping in society. An example of how assimilation pushes back against anti-racist ideas is that today people tend to use assimilation as an excuse for nationalism. For example, through the segregation of African Americans, people tend to believe that, the Black American community was more united when they stay in a community occupied by African Americans and that they look out for each other. However, this only promotes racism. According to The Aspen Institute, (2019), identifying as anti-racist is different than identifying as not racist because one who identifies a not racist is a racist person who is in denial, whereas an anti-racist is willing to acknowledge the times in which he/she has been racist, and who is eager to identify the inequities and the racial issues of the society, and who is eager to challenge these racial inequities by challenging the policy.
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